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FORE WARD 

In March 1985; Dr. Boddupalli Purushotham delivered a. 
lecture on TOTANA' under the auspices of 'Rasa Bliarathi' a well- 
known organisation here which has done, yeoman service to the 
people in inculcating taste for the very best in our literature. During 
the course of his very illuminating talk which was highly appreciated 
by the discerning listeners, Dr. Purushotham made a passing refe- 
rence to some of the modern poets on the contemporary scene 
revealing his in-depth study of them and appreciation for their 
significant contribution to Telugu literature. At the end there was 
a spontaneous request from the elite gathering that he should 
deliver a few lectures here devoted exclusively to Rayaprolu* 
Katuri and Viswanadha.; A Committee for this purpose with some 
prominent citizens who are also great lovers of literature was formed 
and Dr. Purushotham kept up his promise by enlightening the 
listeners on the poetic excellences of the trio on three days- 
Naturally, those who heard his three well-prepared speeches- 
delivered in his inimitable and highly listenable style, came out 
with a suggestion that they should be published in a book form- 
This book is the result" of that demand which was very sincere and 
persistent and also the 'munificence of Dr. Sudhaand Dr. Nageswara 
Rao, a genial Doctor couple whose love o! our classical literature is 
matched only by their readiness to contribute their mite in spread- 
ing sweetness and light around them. 

Dr. Purushotham who retired .recently as -Professor and Head 
of the Department oi Telugu and Oriental Languages, Nagarjuna 
University is a scholar of repute. He is held, in high esteem by a 
large number of his students and research scholars who earned 
their Ph. D. degrees under his guidance. As a speaker, he holds a 
sway over his listeners by his torrential flow o apt words, chaste 
diction and perfect command over language. On subjects of his 
choice and specilisation, he can speak with authority and conviction. 

The lectures in this book on Rayaprolu, Katuri and Viswa- 
nadha will only whet the appetite of the readers as, by their very 
nature, they are, not meant to be exhaustive. If at least a few of 
the discerning readers are sufficiently inspired by those lectures,, 
this effort of presenting ihree of the brightiest gems among Telugu 
poets in proper light would fiave not gone in vain. 

Vijayawada ANDAVILLI SATYANARAYANA 

25-2-1989 Convenor ; Sarada Sama^adhana 
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i 'Thow art unseen, but yet I hear thy shrill delight." 

* Like a high - born maiden 
In a palace tower 
Soothing her love - laden 
Soul in secret hour 
With music sweet as love, 

Which overflows her bower ; (TO A SKYLAP 

41-44 li* 
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sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought 
90th line. To a skylark. 
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1 Better than all measures 

of delightful sound 5 
Better than all treasures 

That in books are found, 
Thy skill to poet were,, thou scorner of the ground. 

[96-lCO] 

2 Teach me half gladness 

That thy brain must know 
Such harmonious madness 

From my lips would flow 
The world should listen then, as I am 

listening now [101 - 104] 



. 20 



f sforffify -Ser3b 
iotffiS* oOoa. 



it><3s,o3*a 



ca StoS^a. ol)s 



j5 eoeseoi?-*. r 5 ?^^^ g-fc^s ,- 
a-6^3-1 



&0 5>. 



21 



3. 



! 

'' c 

t) 



10-7L4 



2 "The 'mantra* n poetry, that rhythmic speech which as the 
Veda pats it, rises at once from the heart of the seer and 
from the distant home of the Truth". Sri Aurobindo's 
Future poetry p. It, 
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